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body, such as accumulated mucus, polypus, etc. The
effect of such a stoppage is twofold. One result is
purely mechanical. During certain series of sounds, in
which the ascending air cannot escape with sufficient
rapidity through the lips, an accumulation is produced
at the back of the cavity of the mouth; when the air-
passage is in its normal condition this accumulation is
not evident, because from the frequent removal of the
soft palate in continuous speech the air can easily
escape through the nasal cavity. When, however, the
means of exit is closed in that direction, the accumu-
lation becomes unpleasantly perceptible, and must be
reduced in bulk through the passage of the cavity of the
mouth, which causes, however, a temporary obstruction
in the flow of speech. Czermak * mentions a very
remarkable example in the case of a girl whose soft
palate had so grown into the posterior wall of the
pharynx that the entrance to the nasal cavity was com-
pletely closed. The obstruction of the nasal cavity acts,,
secondly, upon the pronunciation by altering the re-
sonance, for in the formation of nasal sounds the air is
entrapped in a closed space, being in the end obliged also
to escape through the cavity of the mouth; the nasal
sounds are, therefore, formed imperfectly and falsely.
Finally, there is no doubt that the alteration in the form
of the cavity has a very considerable modifying influence
upon the part taken by the resonance of the nose in that
of the mouth. The same disturbance is also produced,
though in a less degree, by the partial obstruction of the
nasal cavity which is experienced during a "cold in the
head" from the swollen condition of the mucous mem-
brane and from its increased secretion.

* Bemerkungen iiber die Bildung einiger Sprachlaute, in:  Unter-
suchungen zur Katurlebre u. s. w. (published by Moleschott), V., 6.